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The Sustainable Campus Initiative Fund (SCIF), oversees competitive grants for student projects 
focused on sustainability education, environmental issues, and energy efficiency at the University of 
Utah. SCIF’s mission is to provide funding for real-world projects that improve the University of Utah’s 
environmental quality and make the campus more sustainable. University of Utah students voted 
overwhelmingly in favor of the student driven campaign to pay $2.50 of their tuition each semester 
into SCIF. Since the program’s inception in January 2010, SCIF has funded 67 innovative projects.Co
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SCIF has three primary programs: greenTITANS, the fall and spring student projects and the research scholarship program to fund students’ time. 
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Maria Blevins
Ph.D. Candidate
Communications

Mike Heidinger
Research Associate
CVRTI Research Associate

Craig Bohn
Associate Director
Plant Operations

Mark St. Andre
Assistant Dean
Undergraduate Studies

Tim Harrison
Graduate Student
Masters in Public Administration

SCIF STAFF:  

Myron Willson
Director
Office of Sustainability

Lucy Hansen
Coordinator (former)
Sustainable Campus Initiative Fund

Rachel Sanders
Coordinator (current)
Sustainable Campus Initiative Fund

SCIF OFFICE:

Office of Sustainability
University of Utah
Annex D. Wing, Room 1024
1901 East South Campus Dr.
Salt Lake City, UT 84112
801-585-9352
rachel.sanders@sustainability.utah.edu

Alec Van Huele
Undergraduate Student
Political Science

Heather McElroy 

Senate Chair
Associated Students of
the University of Utah

Chris Anderson 

Undergraduate Student 
Civil Engineering

Eric Pardyjak
PhD Professor
Mechanical Engineering

SCIF Committee Members:  

Printed on recycled content paper using soy based inks.
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GreenTitan Winners

1st Place Award:  

Caitlin Jolley
Westminster College

2nd Place Award:  

Terence Moores
Caleb Kanavel
Emir Hero
University of Utah

3rd Place Award:  

Nick Whatcott
Westminster College

Inside & Out Cosmetics:  
Develop, distribute, and sell organic 

cosmetics to worldwide consumers with 

an emphasis on organic ingredients and 

compostable/reusable packaging.

SHACH:  
Harness solar energy and wasted heat 

from air conditioning condensers to 

power water heaters.

Sugar Doodle Kids:  
Create an online design platform for 

pajamas and donate a percentage of 

profits to starving children.
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SCIF OFFICE:

Office of Sustainability
University of Utah
Annex D. Wing, Room 1024
1901 East South Campus Dr.
Salt Lake City, UT 84112
801-585-9352
rachel.sanders@sustainability.utah.edu

GreenTITANS is part of an idea competition called techTITANS. Students from around Utah have the opportunity to submit ideas 
and new technologies with the chance to win a grand prize of $500 provided by SCIF.

Pictured below: Janessa Whatcott
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Carbon 

reduction: 641 
metric tons of 

CO2/year  

Equivalent 

to carbon 

emissions 

from:

1,500 

barrels of 

oil

kWh saved 

per year: 

>930,000

>19,000 lbs 
recyclables 

diverted from the 

landfill

or 

emissions 

from 80 
homes

72,000 

gallons of 

gasoline

Total awarded 

to date: 

$413,000

Student 

projects to 

date: 67

Student 

volunteers: 

>780

Students 

impacted: 

>5,000

Largest 

grant: 

$70,000

Smallest 

grant: 

$500

Average 

grant amount: 

$6,300

SCIF projects aid the 

university in reaching 

the goals set out in the 

Climate Action Plan 2010 

to become a water and 

carbon neutral campus by 

2050.
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* Not Located on Main Campus Map          ** Located Campus Wide



Architecture

Justin Popa 

Architecture Studio Recycling Station Program
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Project Advisor:
Erin Carraher, Assistant Professor

Department of Architecture

Location: 
Architecture Building # 37

Partnership:
College of Architecture & Planning

Project Overview:
Every year the architecture studios use an array of materials throughout the process of designing 

and discovering innovative artistic masterpieces. The aftermath of the construction process leaves 

scraps of materials that often become cross-contaminated between trash and recycling receptacles. 

Justin Popa has created a project to expand the Architecture recycling system and to increase 

usage of the existing recycling system. A series of design sessions with architecture students will 

specifically focus on ways to effectively and efficiently utilize recycling stations through specific 

signage/labeling, design, and placement. 

Impact:
•	 Reduce cross-contamination and increase recovery/

recycling of materials

•	 Addition of five recycling stations, eight cardboard 
collection recycling bins and one cardboard 
collection trailer

Budget:
$3,845.00  

Project Executive:  

Redirecting material waste through expanded recycling 
stations within the Architecture building
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Bioretention Infiltration Study

Project Advisor:
Christine Pomeroy, Assistant Professor

Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering

Location: 
Humanities Building, # 45

Partnership:
Facilities Management Plant 

Operations, Department of Civil

& Environmental Engineering 

Project Overview:
Bioretention facilities help reduce stormwater discharges and treat stormwater runoff from 

impervious surfaces. In addition to the bioretention facility next to the engineering building 

on campus, John Heiberger has proposed building a new bioretention facility for conducting 

an extensive infiltration study of the hydraulics of the facility. The research study will focus 

on quantifying infiltration rates and potential groundwater recharge of bioretention methods 

in semi-arid climates. 

Impact:
•	 Reduce transport of harmful nutrients in stormwater 

runoff and reduce total inflows to stormwater 
infrastructure

•	 Reduce water consumption on campus

•	 Quantify the efficiency of stormwater infiltration in 
bioretention in semi-arid climates

Budget:
$11,750.00

Reducing and treating stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces
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Civil & Environmental 
Engineering,
MS Candidate 

John Heiberger

Project Executive:  
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MBA candidate

Tam Guy  

The Business of Recycling
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Project Advisor:
Joshua James, Supervisor (Recycling)

Waste Management

Location: 
BUC, CRCC, SFEBB

Partnership:
Facilities Management

Plant Operations

Project Overview:
In pursuit of the University of Utah’s goal of becoming a zero waste campus, Tam 

Guy proposed a recycling marketing campaign to increase recycling effectiveness 

and awareness within business buildings. The awareness campaign will place 

recycling bins in visible, high-traffic areas with volunteers educating students, 

faculty, and staff about the new recycling stations in the beginning weeks. 

Impact:
•	 21 recycling centers with BUC, CRCC, and SFEBB

•	 Increase the amount of materials recycled by increasing 
the number of visible recycling stations

•	 Reduce dumpster emptying expenses  

Budget:
$6,523.00

Project Executive:  

Recycling campaign for campus awareness and waste reduction
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Earth Month Free Speaker, Film, & Food Series

Project Advisor:
Brian Burton, Program Manager, ASUU

Location: 
University Union

Partnership:
Associated Students of the University 

of Utah, Lowell Bennion Community 

Service Center

Project Overview:
Earth Month is comprised of a four week long series of events that allowed students to learn about 

sustainability issues and participate in sustainable activities on campus. Alec Van Huele organized a 

speaker, film, and food series that highlighted various sustainability topics. This series focused on the 

importance of sustainability on a daily basis and educated the audience about current sustainability 

and environmental issues. Additional activities included an Earth Day fair and bicycle-scavenger hunt, 

an e-waste recycling event, and a volunteer session with Bend-in-the-River Urban Treehouse.

Impact:
•	 Educate students, faculty, and staff about 

sustainability issues 

•	 Increase awareness and student involvement 
during Earth Month

•	 Provide a forum for sustainability related questions 
and discussions with Key Note Speakers

Budget:
$4,635.00

Celebrating Earth Month through sustainability education and activities
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Political Science

Alec Van Huele

Project Executive:  
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Enlighten USA
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Project Advisor:
James Powell, (AP Supervisor), 

University Student Apartments

Location: 
University Student Apartments

Partnership:
University Student Apartments

Project Overview:
Enlighten USA submitted a plan to retrofit the lighting in all University Student Apartments with 

CFL bulbs that last longer and save energy. In order to influence people and create a better 

understanding of energy consumption, the project team proposed that the ‘News and Views’ 

newsletter be sent out among residents via the Resident Council. This newsletter provides energy 

awareness and shows the importance of proper energy consumption both in the classroom and 

at home. Residential awareness of green living and sustainable energy consumption will also be 

promoted through stickers and a newsletter article about the lighting retrofit.

Impact:
•	 Reduce energy consumption with CFL bulb retrofitting

•	 Lower carbon footprint from 60 watts to 13 watts         
per bulb

•	 Demonstrate financial savings in utility bills

Budget:
$4,962.00

Retrofitting lighting in University Student Apartments to save energy

Mass Communication

Justin Hale

Project Executives:  

Healthcare Administration 
MHA/Public Health MPH

Eric Larsen 
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Greener Grasses

Project Advisor:
Steve Burian, Associate Professor

Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering

Location: 
Pioneer Campus Garden

Partnership:
Facilities Management Landscape 

Maintenance, Department of

Civil & Environmental 

Engineering

Project Overview:
Keeping grass green in our arid region requires a substantial amount of water. This project is helping 

the University realize and achieve water neutrality by creating a system to compare and assess 

alternative grasses and measure water use, resilience, and viability. By reducing the substantial 

amount of non-native Kentucky bluegrass, the water neutrality plan will gauge public attitudes 

toward extensive alternative drought-resistant grasses through comment boxes placed on campus 

and online. 

Impact:
•	 Facilitate education and outreach about the 

University’s efforts to install drought-tolerant grasses 

•	 Save up to 500,000 gallons per acre yearly

•	 Raise awareness on campus about water-conserving 
landscaping alternatives 

Budget:
$3,630.00

Reducing water consumption with native grasses
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MA in 
Environmental 
Humanities

Nick Schou

Project Executives:  

MA in 
Environmental 
Humanities

Robin Rothfeder
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Materials Science/ 
Engineering / Geology

Joshua Johnston  

A Greener Greek Life
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Project Advisor:
Arlyn Bradshaw, Assistant Dean of 

Students

Location: 
Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity House

Partnership:
None

Project Overview:
Joshua Johnston wanted to make the Sigma Phi Epsilon house more sustainable through 

reductions in energy consumption, water usage, and waste generation. This project proposed 

to educate members on principles of sustainable living. The project funded an energy audit so 

residents could learn about cost-effective ways to make the home more sustainable. 

Impact:
•	 Find cost effective ways to increase energy 

efficiency in older homes

Budget:
$500.00 

Project Executive:  

Greening and sustainably retrofitting the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity House
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Political Science/
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies

Ashley Edgette

Jackson Elementary Community Classroom Garden

Project Advisor:
Gina Russo, Student Services Manager

Bennion Community Service Center

Location: 
Jackson Elementary,

750 West 100 North, SLC

Partnership:
Bennion Center, Whole Foods, Slow 

Food Utah, Mestizo Arts and Activism, 

Wasatch Community Gardens, ASUU, 

Salt Lake School District

Project Overview:
School gardens are sites for hands-on environmental education and community engagement. 

They provide fresh produce in low-income neighborhoods. Ashley Edgette and Geneva Thompson 

partnered with the Social Justice Gardens through the Lowell Bennion Community Service Center 

to create a school garden at Jackson Elementary School. This school garden is modeled on the 

successful Mountain View School garden that this group started three years ago, also through a 

SCIF grant. The project focuses not only on design and construction, but also on community building.

Impact:
•	 Reduce the school garden’s water usage by at             

least 35% with a low impact drip irrigation system

•	 Provide environmental education and local food             
for students and the community

Budget:
$4,000.00

Project Executives:  

Producing food, hands-on environmental education and community engagement
through school gardens
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History/Political Science

Geneva Thompson 
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Environmental Studies

Todd Lehman

The Paper Project 
Fa

ll
 Pr

o
je

ct
s

Project Advisor:
Karren Nichols, Sustainability Coordinator 

Marriott Library

Location: 
Marriott Library, #0860

Partnership:
J. Willard Marriott Library

Project Overview:
Every year over 3 million sheets of alkaline paper are consumed within the Marriott Library. This 

project strives to implement a collaborative project between Todd Lehman, the U of U EnviroClub, 

and the Marriott Library Green Committee in order to reduce the amount of waste and paper impact. 

The project also plans to pave the way for 100% of paper used in the library to be composed of 

post-consumer waste. There will also be an awareness campaign to educate individuals on the 

benefits of reducing the amount of paper used when printing and on making environmentally

friendly choices.

Impact:
•	 Save $3,000-$5,000 yearly in printing costs                    

and paper consumption

•	 Reduce amount of printing, ink utilization,                     
and paper consumption

•	 Increase the amount of materials recycled with               
new recycling containers

Budget:
$4,990.00

Project Executive:  

Reducing paper waste and implementing the use of recycled paper 
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Protecting the Campus Gardens with Bioretention

Project Advisor:
Jen Colby, Sustainability Coordinator

Office of Sustainability

Location: 
Pioneer Theater, #66

Partnership:
Office of Sustainability, Utelite, 

Department of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering

Project Overview:
The Pioneer Garden, one of two sites of the U of U Edible Campus Garden Project, has periodically 

flooded with storm water and irrigation overflow. This project proposes to divert this flooding with 

bioretention filters that will infiltrate the stormwater and irrigation overflow.  The filters will help to 

protect the garden from harmful contaminants and waste from landscaping materials.

Impact:
•	 Improve conditions of the Campus Garden by preventing 

mud sump that develops from storm water and irrigation 
overflow

•	 Protect garden from harmful contaminants

•	 Install sampling ports to facilitate testing water quality     
of the garden

•	 Create educational opportunities for students to learn 
about the social and environmental health impacts of our 
urban landscapes

Budget:
$2,661.00

Protecting campus gardens from harmful contaminants and waste
from landscaping materials
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Civil Engineering,
PhD candidate

Dasch Houdeshel

Project Executives:  

Campus Garden 
Coordinator

 Alexandra Parvaz 
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Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies/
Political Science

Seth Adam Crossley

Recycle Rice-Eccles
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Project Advisor:
Tom Hurtado, Program Manager, 

Associated Students of the 

University of Utah

Location: 
Rice-Eccles Stadium

Partnership:
Associated Students of the

University of Utah, Utah Athletics

Project Overview:
The Recycle Rice-Eccles project aims to change football fans’ perceptions of recycling. Seth 

Crossley seeks to unite departments on campus and have each one contribute a small effort to 

stadium recycling. Student volunteers will attend each game as the ‘Green Police’, motivating football 

fans to recycle. People will be able to trade bags of recyclable material for Recycle Rice-Eccles 

merchandise using a ‘Frequent Recyclers Card.’

Impact:
•	 Divert 19,000 pounds of material from the landfill 

•	 Engage over 250 student volunteers

•	 Increase fan education and motivation about recycling

Budget:
$4,524.23

Project Executive:  

Utes fans are motivated to recycle at football games and at home 
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Communication, 
PhD Candidate

Kathleen Hunt

Social Soup Lecture and Discussion Series

Project Advisor:
Naomi Silverstone, Research Associate Professor,

College of Social Work

Location: 
Wilford W. and Dorothy P. Goodwill 

Humanitarian Bldg. #26

Partnership:
College of Social Work, Office

of Sustainability, Department

of Communication, Chartwells

Dining Services

Project Overview:
The Social Soup Lecture and Discussion Series aims to engage individuals in dialogue on issues 

related to food security, sustainability, and environmental justice. Each event provides complimentary 

organic soup and bread from the Campus Gardens’ produce in order to raise awareness among 

the students and community on these prevalent food and environmental issues. The events also 

encourage participation in the community and on campus.

Impact:
•	 Build community partners between the University of Utah 

and other local organizations. 

•	 Educate campus community about a variety of food 
issues tied to environmental, social, and economic issues. 

Budget:
$1,728.00

Engaging discussions raising awareness toward food and environmental issues
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Project Executive:  
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Environmental Affairs 
Technician, EHS

Christian Buehler

Adopt-a-Drain
Sp
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Project Advisor:
Judy Moran, Environmental Affairs Manager, 

Environmental Health & Safety

Location: 
Residence Halls

Partnership:
Environmental Health & Safety

Project Overview:
Water is a prominent subject matter in the West, especially here in Utah. Water levels and quality 

are among the many aspects that are carefully regulated. While standards and regulations are out 

there, polluted water still slips ‘down the drain’.  Christian Buehler is working with students to raise 

awareness about storm drain environmental protection, specifically around the Residence Halls, to 

help improve water quality traveling into storm drains.

Impact:
•	 Training about storm drain environmental protection 

•	 Reducing pollution, litter and leaves that would otherwise 
go down the storm drains, contaminating the Jordan River 
and adjoining water bodies

Budget:
$327.24

Project Executive:  

Reducing pollution going down storm drains on campus
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Mathematics, 
PhD Candidate

Andrew Basinski

Ant Survey

Project Advisor:
Fred Adler, Professor

Department of Mathematics

Location: 
LeRoy Cowells, LCB # 13

Partnership:
Department of Mathematics, 

Department of Biology

Project Overview:
Environmental management techniques are crucial to the overall ecology of a system. In the search 

for determining which garden patch management techniques have the least environmental impact, 

Andrew Basinski is leading a team of students to survey ants in different garden patch settings. Ants 

are great bioindicators that can provide insight into environmental health and proper management 

practices. The study will specifically analyze and compare ant species’ richness on managed habitats 

both on campus and in Red Butte Garden, with unmanaged sites in Red Butte Canyon. 

Impact:
•	 Compile and analyze data collected from the ant survey 

to create a scientific report

•	 Motivate garden management to utilize environmentally 
friendly management techniques in both urban 
environments and native landscapes 

Budget:
$1,630.00

Determining environmentally friendly garden patch management techniques with ants
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Project Executive:  
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Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies

Thomas J. Bench

University of Utah Apiary
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Project Advisor:
Christopher Rodesch, Adjunct Assistant Professor

Department of Neurobiology & Anatomy

 

Location: 
3rd Floor, Union balcony

Partnership:
Department of Biology, Facilities 

Management, A. Ray Olpin Student 

Union, EHS

Project Overview:
Honeybees have an important role as pollinators on a local, national, and global scale. This project 

gives the University of Utah its first campus apiary. It aims to build a community among students and 

faculty interested in teaching and learning about honeybee biology and the applicable skills involved 

in managing bees. Beehives have been placed on campus on the Union Building 3rd floor balcony, 

which is a location that is conducive for beehives and safe visitor observation.

Impact:
•	 Increase awareness of bees and the environmental 

pressures affecting hives

•	 Produce honey and other bee related products to sell 
at the U of U Farmer’s Market 

•	 Increase understanding of the relationship between 
food and the environment

Budget:
$1,159.81

Project Executive:  

 Building a bee and honey-loving community with students and faculty
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Business/Humanities Building Solar Project

Project Advisor:
Jeff Wrigley, Energy Manager 

Facilities Management

Location: 
Spencer Eccles Business Building 

& Tanner Carolyn Irish Humanities 

Building

Partnership:
ASUU, Rocky Mountain Power, 

Facilities Management, David Eccles 

School of Business

Project Overview:
Solar photovoltaic panels have proven to effectively cut energy costs and provide energy efficiency 

within buildings. This project proposes to green the Spencer Eccles Business Building and the 

Carolyn Tanner Irish Humanities Building by adding solar photovoltaic panels to the buildings. The 

project will be made possible by funding from SCIF and ASUU (Associated Students of the

University of Utah). The team is also seeking additional outside funds to enlarge the scope of the 

project. The project supplies funding for student interns to assess additional renewable energy 

opportunities on campus and to help with the marketing plan for the project.

Impact:
•	 Produce an estimated 57,000 kWh a year 

saving approximately $6,000 a year 

Budget:
$ 20,000.00

Making campus buildings more energy efficient with solar panels 
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Project Executives:  

Aria Irani
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Business/ 
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& Sustainability 

Studies

Taylor ThompsonTom Melburn
Environmental 
& Sustainability 

Studies

Biology/Chemistry/ 
Environmental & 

Sustainability Studies



Campus Garden 
Coordinator

Alexandra Parvaz

Campus Gardens Student Leadership Phase II
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Project Advisor:
Jen Colby, Sustainability Coordinator

Office of Sustainability

Location: 
Edible Campus Gardens [Sill, Pioneer] 

& Biology Greenhouse

Partnership:
Office of Sustainability, MUSE

Project Overview:
The Campus Edible Gardens Project has been a great asset to the University of Utah, providing food 

grown locally on campus and maintained by students. This project is in its second phase of inspiring 

and attracting more students to help out with the campus gardens. The project team is giving garden 

steward student leadership positions to students interested in developing the skills to sustain the 

Edible Campus Gardens. The garden stewards have responsibility for day-to-day garden tasks, 

including greenhouse work, planting, tending, harvesting, marketing, watering, and composting. 

Impact:
•	 Increase on-campus food production for the farmers 

market with continued student involvement and interest

•	 Composting from Chartwells’ cafeteria to enhance 
garden soil fertility 

•	 Increase on-campus garden awareness and student/
visitor gardening education

Budget:
$3,950.00

Project Executive:  

 Student leaders strengthening campus gardens
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Greener Greenhouse

Project Advisor:
Chris Morrow, Greenhouse Manager 

Department of Biology

Location: 
South Biology Bldg, # 084

Partnership:
Department of Biology

Project Overview:
This project proposed a retrofit of the greenhouse in the Aline Skaggs Biology building 

to transform it into a dedicated student gardening project area. The retrofit includes the 

replacement of older lighting with LED light fixtures, removal of inefficient and outdated 

appliances, and the creation of a mobile rack system and shelving units for materials 

storage. The garden space is flexibly designed with a mobile island feature so that it may 

adapt to a range of student gardening projects.  

Impact:
•	 Reduce energy consumption and transition to organic 

greenhouse methods

•	 Provide long-term teaching/work space for students 
associated with campus garden programs

Budget:
$1,632.27

Retrofitting the Biology greenhouse for energy efficient, 
organic greenhouse student gardening programs
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Biology

Terence Duff

Project Executives:  

Biology

Cameron McIntire 
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Parks, Recreation & 
Tourism, PhD Candidate

Ben Altschuler

Greening the Annex: Recycling & Water Station
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Project Advisor:
Jeremy Schultz, Graduate Assistant

Parks, Recreation and Tourism Department

Location: 
Annex-Building 105

Partnership:
Parks, Recreation, & Tourism

Project Overview:
The behavior of individuals impacts our University of Utah carbon footprint. This project proposes 

infrastructure enhancements so that individual sustainability choices will be easier to make in the 

Annex building on campus. The goal is to increase the quantity and visibility of available recycling 

containers for students, staff, faculty, and guests. The team is installing a new water bottle re-filling 

station in the hallway to replace the existing drinking fountain. This project also provides signage 

concerning the importance of proper recycling and reuse of different materials and containers.

Impact:
•	 Increase amount of materials being recycled in the 

Annex building

•	 Reduce the amount of plastic bottles being thrown 
away on a daily basis and promote reusable water 
bottle habits

Budget:
$7,184.00

Project Executive:  

 Giving the Annex Building a green face-lift
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LNCO Lighting Efficiency Project

Project Advisor:
Julia Corbett, Professor

Department of Communication

Location: 
South Biology Bldg, # 084

Partnership:
Department of Communication, 

College of Humanities, Facilities 

Management Energy Office

Project Overview:
Many buildings on campus waste electricity by staying lit at all hours. To reduce inefficient and 

wasteful electricity use, the project team is installing sensors to control lighting arrays in restrooms 

and hallways in the LNCO building. This project involves two phases. The team will retrofit the public 

space lighting in the building to make it more energy efficient, and will educate building occupants 

concerning the benefits of sensored lighting and ‘lights-off’ practices.  

Impact:
•	 Reduce Kilowatt Hour demand within the LNCO building

•	 Save several thousands of dollars annually in           
electricity costs

Budget:
$7,543.75

Saving energy with a bright idea
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Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies 

Krissy Giacoletto

Project Executives:  

Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies/
Modern Dance

Analeigh Sanderson 
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Biology

Doug Chesley

Native Bee Nesting Boxes
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Project Advisor:
Amy Sibul, Service Learning Coordinator, 

Biology

Location: 
Campus Wide

Partnership:
Department of Biology

Project Overview:
Bees are an essential part of Utah’s ecosystem. Recently, our state has experienced a decline in 

native pollinator populations. This project is providing nesting boxes for native bee species around 

the University of Utah campus. These nesting boxes will be fitted with webcams that will provide 

valuable information for researchers at the University. Students will be actively involved with the 

construction, maintenance, and observation of these nesting boxes. 

Impact:
•	 Increase the pollination levels and flower 

productivity of local flora

•	 Provide insight into the decline in bee 
populations in the last 10 years

Budget:
$2,241.78

Project Executive:  

 Observing native bee populations and their pollination levels
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Screech Owl Boxes

Project Advisor:
Amy Sibul,  Service Learning Coordinator

Department of Biology

Location: 
Campus-wide project, varies 

based on owl population location

Partnership:
Department of Biology

Project Overview:
Screech owls are a native species to Utah whose habitats have been threatened and significantly 

reduced by human development and encroachment. The University of Utah occupies an area that 

is considered a ‘critical value habitat’ and is the perfect place to provide nesting homes for owls. 

The project team is leading a group of student volunteers in creating and implementing screech 

owl nesting boxes across campus. Hopefully, these will attract the owls back to their native land 

with appropriate shelter.

Impact:
•	 Provide a safe environment for screech owls to build 

nests that have been previously lost or destroyed due to 
human development and expansion

Budget:
$2,966.56 

Inviting owls back to their native habitats with nesting boxes
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Project Executives:  

Anthropology

Psychology

Chemistry

Brandi Thompson
Maria Martes
Vanja Panic
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Biology and Chemistry 
Minor

Hunter L. Ross

Orthopaedic Center Parking Lighting Retrofit
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Project Advisor:
Bart Adams, Executive Director

University of Utah Orthopaedic Center

Location: 
U of U Orthopaedic Center 

590 Wakara Way/Research Park

Partnership:
University of Utah Orthopaedic 

Center, Rocky Mountain Power

Project Overview:
University of Utah Orthopaedic Center (UUOC) is working to change the habits of staff and 

faculty in the center by actively promoting sustainable practices. Hunter Ross is leading the 

project team in installing energy efficient lighting in the parking structure where the lights are on 

continuously. The project will remove the current 150-watt metal-halide lights, and replace them 

with energy efficient, 100-watt induction style fluorescent, cost-saving lighting. 

Impact:
•	 Decrease in energy consumption; reduction in 

the amount of bulb waste

•	 Reduce the yearly electric bill by $4,636.35 and 
90,228 kWh in energy savings

•	 Fund future sustainability projects at the UUOC 
from energy savings (saving will be placed into 
the UUOC Sustainability Fund)

Budget:
$10,887.10 

Project Executive:  

 Becoming a flagship in sustainable healthcare practices
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Re-Imagine the Plaza, Phase II

Project Advisor:
Erin Carraher, Professor

Department of Architecture

Stephen Goldsmith, Associate Professor

Department of City & Metropolitan Planning

Location: 
Marriott Library

Eastern Plaza

Partnership:
College of Architecture + Planning, 

3-Form, Plastik Banana, Coca Cola, 

Facilities Management

Project Overview:
Re-Imagine the Plaza is an on-going project that aims to create an inviting and usable space for 

everyone on campus to enjoy on the Marriott Library Plaza. During the first phase tables, chairs, and 

low-water plants were used to create an inviting social space. Jane Collette is leading a group of 

students in engineering and architecture to complete the second phase of this project by adding 

solar umbrellas and innovative shade structures. 

  

Impact:
•	 Provide solar energy illumination and mobile shade 

structures on the outdoor gathering space  

Budget:
$12,697.60

Fulfilling the vision for an inviting and sustainable 
social space on the library plaza
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Master of Architecture 
Candidate

Jane Collette

Project Executives:  
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Master of Social Work 
Candidate

Lana Dalton

Water Bottle Filling Station
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Project Advisor:
Matt Harting, Associate Director

College of Social Work

Location: 
College of Social Work, bldg. #26

Partnership:
College of Social Work 

Green Team

Project Overview:
Water bottle filling stations have quickly gained popularity among students, faculty, staff and visitors 

to the University of Utah campus. Lana Dalton’s project is promoting the utilization of refillable water 

bottles through various poster presentations and is installing a refillable water bottle station in the 

College of Social Work building. 

Impact:
•	 Promote sustainable habits among individuals 

on campus

•	 Track the number of 16oz plastic bottles saved 
from our landfill with green ticker on the filling 
station 

Budget:
$3,450.50 

Project Executive:  

 Filling reusable bottles and reducing waste

29



Student Water Education Team (sWET)

Project Advisor:
Dan McCool, Professor

Political Science

Miriah Meyer, Assistant Professor 

Computer Science

Location: 
Campus-wide

Partnership:
Utah Rivers Council

Project Overview:
Project sWet is a yearlong, campus-wide, cross-departmental leadership effort to institute permanent 

water conservation at the University of Utah through a mix of education, technology and policy 

change. Project sWet, or Student Water Education Team, will create a permanent conservation 

toolbox that will help educate and engage University of Utah students, faculty, and staff on how to 

employ water conservation practices on campus and at home by addressing the root causes of water 

waste. Creation of an online water footprint calculator on the sWet webpage will allow individuals to 

estimate personal water use.

Impact:
•	 Promote water conservation by recruiting visitors 

across campus through classroom visits, tabling, 
promotional fliers and signage 

•	 Increase traffic to the online water footprint calculator 
and educate about why water waste matters

•	 Instill lifelong commitments to water conservation

Budget:
$2,385.00

Students reducing water use through education, 
technology, and policy change
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Chemical Engineering 

Jessica Earl

Project Executives:  

Chemical Engineering 

Chelsea Smith 
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Biology

Nikhil Limaye

TRAC Paperless Initiative
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Project Advisor:
David Jones, Professor

Huntsman Cancer Institute

Location: 
HCI, Huntsman Cancer Institute, #555

Partnership:
Huntsman Cancer Institute

Project Overview:
Paperless initiatives are a great way to help reduce and eliminate paper waste across various 

professions. Many fields waste numerous sheets of paper daily in processing information, running 

tests, and more. Through a wireless and paperless processing initiative, Nikhil Limaye is proposing 

an alternative to the current processing protocol for sampling within the Tissue Resources and 

Applications Core (TRAC) of Huntsman Cancer Institute. This alternate method will seamlessly 

integrate a new tissue acquisition protocol for providing information, samples, and testing through a 

wireless tablet program to a center communication screen. 

Impact:
•	 Save over $18,000 annually by eliminating 

the transfer of archiving paper documents to 
electronic form

•	 Eliminate the need for 50,000 sheets of paper 
annually from patient consent and tissue 
acquisition forms

Budget:
$4,500.00

Project Executive:  

Saving trees through wireless and paper-free processing
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Expanding Union Recycling Abilities

Project Advisor:
Kris Fenn, Administrative Program Coordinator

Lowell Bennion Community Service Center

Location: 
Union Building, #53

Partnership:
Lowell Bennion Community Service 

Center, Facilities Management, ASUU

Project Overview:
Recycling efforts on campus have greatly increased over the past few years, leading more people 

to consider how they can reduce, reuse, and recycle. Currently, the Union only recycles plastics #1 

and #2, while many products sold on campus fall into other categories. The project team seeks to 

expand recycling availability on campus to include plastics #3 - 7. Additional bins for plastics #3-7 

will be placed at every recycling station at the Union that will collect materials from virtually all of the 

food products sold on campus. 

Impact:
•	 Reduce the amount of waste in the Union Foodcourt     

by adding recycling for plastics #3-7

•	 Increase recycling literacy and utilization through 
recycling education and additional bins 

Budget:
$2,500.80 

Educating and providing additional recycling services in the Union
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Project Executives:  
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies

Urban Planning

Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies

Georgie Corkery

Eric Birkin

Claire Kennington
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Project Advisor:
Jennifer Schmidt, Director

Professional Master of Science & Technology Program

Location: 
Marriott Library, #86

Partnership:
EnviroClub, Marriott Library

Project Overview:
Individuals who choose to follow sustainable behaviors in their daily lives can have a positive 

impact on climate change. This project seeks to reach a broad community to increase awareness 

of sustainable living and motivate people to make environmentally conscious lifestyle choices. 

Throughout Fall 2012, the University of Earth will provide a series of hands-on workshops addressing 

common human behaviors that harm the environment. These workshops will provide people with the 

tools for positive impact behavioral changes in order to lead a more sustainable lifestyle.

Impact:
•	 Educational workshops provide individuals with new 

lifestyle choices that will help protect and sustain the 
environment

•	 Hands-on experiences influence lifestyle changes 
of participants in green living, food choices, energy 
efficiency and energy conservation

Budget:
$3,000.00

Educating and influencing sustainable lifestyle choices

Jessica Wright

Project Executives:  

Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies

Jessica Brooks 
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
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Thanks to a generous donation 

from the Sarah Beth Coyote 

Foundation, the SCIF program was 

able to award $6000 to help fund 

the research efforts by six University 

of Utah students working on four 

different sustainability projects. These 

projects helped students do work 

that advance our campus Climate 

Action Plan and increase visibility of 

sustainability on the campus.
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Real Food Challenge Internship Rhetoric of Climate Change

Project Overview: 
The Real Food Challenge is a national, student-driven campaign that unites 

university students and youth across the country to advocate for a healthy, just, 

and sustainable food economy. In a collaboration between Chartwells and the 

Edible Campus Gardens Project, a student intern will assist with mobilizing a 

transition towards the incorporation of healthier and sustainably grown foods 

within the campus food system. One tool a prospective intern will employ is the 

Real Food Calculator, a framework for measuring and assessing the amount of 

“real” (i.e. organic, fair-trade, local, chemical/GMO-free) food sourced and sold 

through college/university dining services.  Data collected from the Calculator 

helps dining services administrators determine the degree to which the food they 

serve is “real” and where the campus can make improvements.

Project Overview: 
Visuals are an increasingly important tool in conveying messages to society. 

This study will analyze responses from viewing different images related to 

climate change in order to understand which images provoke the desired 

response. We are at a critical standpoint in regards to effectively bringing 

together students to engage in climate change issues. The results from this 

study will show which images are more effective and powerful for marketing 

sustainable initiatives on campus. The department of Environmental and 

Sustainability Studies will be able to select specific images that have the 

most effective content to use in their advertising campaigns on campus.

Project Executive:  Project Executives:  

Award: 
$1,200.00

Environmental & Sustainability
Studies

Thomas Melburn

Amy Wilde, Aria Irani, Jarrett Reich, 
Thomas Melburn

Student Participants:

Award: 
$4,500.00

Edible Campus Gardens 
Coordinator

Alexandra Parvaz

Sustainability Coordinator 
for Chartwells

Katie Hunt
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Bioretention Infiltration Study Greener grasses

Project Overview: 
Bioretention facilities help reduce stormwater discharges and treat 

stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces. In addition to the bioretention 

facility next to the engineering building on campus, John Heiberger has 

proposed building a new bioretention facility for conducting an extensive 

infiltration study of the hydraulics of the facility. The research study will 

focus on quantifying infiltration rates and potential groundwater recharge 

of bioretention methods in semi-arid climates. The award given will 

provide student funding toward his hours working on the project or for an 

undergraduate research assistant. 

Project Overview: 
Keeping grass green in our arid region requires a substantial amount 

of water. This project is helping the University realize and achieve water 

neutrality by creating a system to compare and assess alternative grasses 

and measure water use, resilience, and viability. By reducing the substantial 

amount of non-native Kentucky bluegrass, the water neutrality plan will 

gauge public attitudes toward extensive alternative drought-resistant 

grasses through comment boxes placed on campus and online. The SCIF 

funded ‘Greener Grasses’ project would use additional SCIF funding to 

expand the university community outreach aspects of our research and to 

train an additional team member to help with those responsibilities.

Civil & Environmental 
Engineering, MS Candidate

John Heiberger

Project Executive:  

Award: 
$5,600.00

Environmental Humanities, 
MA Candidate

Robin Rothfeder

Project Executives:  

Award: 
$700.00

Environmental Humanities, 
MA Candidate

Nick Schou
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